A surprisingly large number of the surnames of Arsenal Ladies players have meanings arising from a very long heritage, nearly 1000 years ago or more. Might this be a clue to their good genetic stock, their success in ‘battles’, or their ability to dig deep in fighting together with strong endurance? Even manager Vic Akers has a surname with a long-existing meaning – but I am not sure he would appreciate that meaning!
Name
Surname Meaning and brief genealogy heritage
Emma Byrne
Second generation of Bran (raven), or Bjorn (bear).

Descendant of the King of Leinster, who died in 1052, and from all Ireland king ~200 AD.
Leanne Champ
Dweller at or near a field.

Arrived in 1066, first settled in Yorkshire, previously from Campes, Normandy.
Faye White
Fair-complexioned person; dweller by bend/curve in river/road, near look-out post.

First found in Coldingham 1097 AD, much Scottish ancestry.
Ciara Grant
One of remarkable size.

Much inter-woven into Scottish Ancestry, from Vikings landing in Orkney 870 AD.

Lianne Sanderson
Descendant of Sander, a pet form of Alexander (helper of mankind/carpenter).

Arrived in England with Norman Conquest in 1066, first found in Durham.

Karen Carney
Second generation of Cearnach (victorious), Irish.

First found in County Mayo, where they held a seat in ancient times.
Katie Chapman
A merchant or tradesman.


English, first found in Cambridgeshire, prior to 1066.

Vic Akers
One who lived on a plot of one acre.

Arrived in England in 1066, first found in Cumberland, where held family seat.

There are a few more with surnames that go back to the ‘middle ages’, and some others without known heritage. Please do not take the above as accurate or authoritative, just very approximate connections. 
