Bible Verses used in ‘The Bible Truth Treasury’ of ‘Open Home, Open Bible’
I list below all the verses used in the All Souls produced ‘Open Home, Open Bible’ because I believe they provide comprehensive support to almost all basic Christian doctrine. The videos could be watched in just 3 days (16 hours) and virtually all fundamental theological principles are covered; it would not take long for a Christian, perhaps with gaps in their knowledge, to grasp and digest them. I fully support the idea and format, though the discussions may appear a little contrived and lacking in spontaneity. There is an evident lack of focus on the meaning and application of ‘love’ compared to other topics and the pursuit of intellectual understanding, rather than Christian living, dominates more than necessary. 
It would be my plea to people that they gain good coverage of the major areas of Biblical Truth from such as this material and then leave intellectual pursuits behind to concentrate on the Lord’s only command to love one another. This is a far tougher assignment, but within the capability of all Christians through the Spirit. Keep your Biblical knowledge and understanding ticking over while making sure that you do not neglect the Lord’s command. Go out and extend yourself to all you meet with vulnerability, concern and a willingness to suffer in doing what is in their best interests, in the spirit of unconditional, sacrificial love that Jesus has called you to model. Some day you may wish to study the Bible at a deeper level, but the wisdom of the Lord comes through love and it is in that context that Biblical truth comes alive and flows out from you. I agree with most of what is said in the book and videos and I was surprised at how much I already knew. This resource provides a very useful tool for individuals or groups; I suggest making good use of it and living out its principles.

__________________________________

The Bible: Its main sections







The Bible: Its Application

The Old Testament: History – A God who loves to bless (Genesis 12:1-3)


Read prayerfully (Psalm 119:33-38)

The Old Testament: History – A God who demands allegiance (Joshua 24:14)
Listen personally (1 Samuel 3:10)

The Old Testament: Poetry & Wisdom – A God for all the seasons of life (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 8)
Look expectantly (1 John 5:13)

The Old Testament: Prophecy – A God who hates injustice (Amos 5:21-24)


Apply regularly (Psalm 119:33-38)

The New Testament: History – A God of time to receive good news (Mark 1:14-15)
Act obediently (James 1:22-25)

The New Testament: Letters – Do not conform, be transformed (Romans 12:1-2)
Read totally (2 Corinthians 4:2)

The New Testament: Prophecy – Jesus said: ”I am the Alpha and Omega” (Revelation 1:8-11)

The Bible: It’s Inspiration
The Bible: Its central theme

The identity of its divine author (1 Pet 1:20)
The continual conflict (Genesis 3:1)

The diversity of its human writers (Acts 18:3)
The promised saviour (Jeremiah 31:31)

The unity of its many themes (Matthew 5:17-18)
The work of Christ (Luke 2:28-32)

The authority of its inspired truth – it is ideal to meditate on (Joshua 1:7)
The new community (Ephesians 2:18-22)

The reality of its moral impact (Hebrews 4:12)
The ultimate victory (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)


A useful summary (Titus 3:3-7)

The Bible: Its Interpretation
The Bible: Its contents

Seen in its historical setting (John 3:14)
God’s plan for His people (Genesis 1:28)

Consistent with its surrounding passage (2 Corinthians 4:2)
The promise of freedom (John 8:36)

In harmony with the rest of Scripture (Matthew 22:29) 
A God of faithfulness (Psalm 36:5)

Consistent with the purpose of God’s revelation (Deuteronomy 29:29) 
A God of justice (Deuteronomy 32:4)

Understood in changing cultures (Acts 8:34-38) 
A God of love (1 John 4:10)

Faithfulness in interpretation (Revelation 22:18-19)
Jesus is coming back for his own (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17)

__________________________________________

God – The Trinity
God – The Creator

Revealed in the Old Testament (Genesis 1:2)
God the Creator – in the beginning (Genesis 1:1)

Asserted in the New Testament (John 14:26)
God the Creator – giving life to everything (Nehemiah 9:6)

Known by faith – Blessing the church (2 Corinthians 13:14)
God the Sustainer (Acts 14:17)

God the Father – commits His work to the son (Matthew 11:27)
God is achieving His purpose (Romans 8:25)

God the Son – revealed through the Holy Spirit (John 1:15-16)
Earth as a focal point (Revelation 21:1-3)

God the Holy Spirit – in the believer (Romans 8:9)
God - God’s being
God – God’s character

God is everywhere (omnipresent) (Jeremiah 23:23-24)
God’s truth is inseparable from his character (John 14:6)

God is all-powerful (omnipotent) (Genesis 17:1)
God’s holiness reacts against all impurity (Habakkuk 1:13)

God knows everything (omniscient) (Hebrews 4:12-13)
God’s love extends to all mankind (1 John 4:7-11)

God is above space and time – eternal (Isaiah 44:6)
God’s mercy holds back what we deserve (Hosea 11:8-9)

God is above space and time – unchanging (James 1:17)
God’s mercy gives us what we do not deserve (1 Corinthians 1:4-8)


God’s faithfulness provides for daily life (Psalm 89:1-2)

God – The Fatherhood of God
God – God’s revelation

By creation – of all things (Acts 17:24-26)
Supremely in Jesus (John 14:8-10)

By covenant – of Israel (Isaiah 63:16)
Through the Bible (Romans 16:25-27)

By adoption – of Christian believers (Romans 8:14-17)
Through creation (Psalm 19:1-4)

From eternity – of Jesus Christ (John 17:5)
In history (Psalm 75:6-7)

The Father’s gifts  (Galatians 4:4-7)
In man (Romans 2:14-15)

The Father’s delight (Luke 15:24)
Through human experience (Revelation 2:29)

Jesus Christ – His Incarnation
Jesus Christ – Main events in the Gospels

Christ was son of God before time and space (John 1:1-3)
His humble birth (Luke 2:7)

It was by supernatural conception (Matthew 1:18-25)
His sinless baptism (Matthew 3:13-17)

It upholds Christ’s full deity (John 8:46)
His prolonged temptation (Matthew 4:1)

It establishes Christ’s full humanity (Galatians 4:4-5)
His revealing transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36)

It explains Christ’s unique personality (Matthew 8:24-27)
His obedient death (Luke 22:53)

It validates Christ’s saving ministry (1 Timothy 2:5-6)
His victorious resurrection (Luke 24:36)



His glorious ascension (Luke 24:51)

Jesus Christ – Main aspects of His ministry
Jesus Christ – His Names

Authority that convinced (Matthew 5:21-22)

Son of God (John 20:17)

Parables that provoked (Mark 4:2)

High Priest (Hebrews 7:23-28)

Miracles that confirmed (Mark 1:23-26)

Messiah (John 4:25-26)

Compassion that attracted (Matthew 9:36)

Son of Man (Matthew 8:19-20)

Training that prepared (Matthew 10:1)

Lord (1 Corinthians 12:1-3)

Controversy that challenged (Mark 2:5-7)

Jesus Christ – His atoning death

Jesus Christ – His triumphant Resurrection

Initiated a new relationship (2 Corinthians 5:15)

The foundation of the Christian faith (Romans 1:4)

Fulfilled Old Testament scripture (Isaiah 53:4-7)

An event supported by evidence (John 20:1)

Destroyed Satan’s kingdom (1 John 3:8)

A promise of ultimate victory (1 Corinthians 15:24)

Reversed sin’s dominion (Galatians 3:13)

The power of Christian experience (Romans 6:5)

Provided a way of victory (1 John 1:7-9)

The assurance of eternal security (John 11:25-26)

Guaranteed an eternity with God (Romans 8:31)

More evidence (1 Corinthians 15:1-11)

_____________________________________

The Holy Spirit – His Person






The Holy Spirit – His names and descriptions

He is the third person of the Trinity – part of the Godhead (Matthew 28:19)

His Names

He is the third person of the Trinity – the very character of God (2 Corinthians 13:14)
The Holy Spirit (Acts 2:32-33)

He feels as a person (emotion) – feels (Ephesians 4:30)



He knows as a person (mind) (1 Cor 2:10-11)

He feels as a person (emotion) – hurts (Hebrews 10:29)



The Spirit of Christ (Philippians 1:19)

He acts as a person (will) (Acts 8:29)





The Spirit of Truth (John 16:13-

The Counsellor or Helper (John 16:7)





His Descriptions











Oil (Exodus 30:30)

The Holy Spirit – His work






Wind (Acts 2:2)

He convinces of sin (John 16:8-11)






Water (John 7:38)

He illuminates truth (John 14:25-26)





Fire (Matthew 3:11)

He reveals Christ (John 15:26) 






Dove (John 1:32-33

He lives in believers (Romans 8:9-11)

He inspires prayer (Romans 8:26)
The Holy Spirit – His activity in the Christian

He prepares for heaven (Romans 8:1-4)
Life - new birth by the Spirit (John 3:3-8)

Ownership - the seal of the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14)
Assurance - the witness of the Spirit (Romans 8:15-16)


Unity - fellowship in the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

The Holy Spirit – His fruit 
Power - the fullness of the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)
Love (1 Corinthians 13:8)
Confidence - the pledge of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:5)

Joy (1 Peter 1:3-6)

Peace (John 14:27)
The Holy Spirit – His gifts

Patience (1 Peter 2:23)
The gifts exalt Christ (1 Peter 4:10-11)

Kindness (Titus 3:8)
The gifts involve all (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)

Goodness (1 Peter 2:11-12)
The gifts should unite all (Romans 12:4-5)

Faithfulness (Matthew 25:23)
Gifts lay foundations (Ephesians 2:19-22)

Gentleness (Matthew 11:29)
Gifts build up the fellowship (Ephesians 4:11-1)

Self-control (1 Corinthians 9:25-27)
Gifts promote mission (Colossians 1:27-29)

______________________________________
Humanity – Our uniqueness
Humanity – Our uniqueness
A whole being, physical and spiritual (Deuteronomy 8:3)
Natural dimensions (Genesis 8:22)

A spiritual being, made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27)
Creative dimensions (Genesis 1:26)

A personal being, with mind, emotion and will (Luke 10:26-27)
Cultural dimensions (Daniel 1:3, 4)


– not animals or machines, can make choices
Social dimensions (Genesis 2:18)

A moral being, responsible for his actions (Romans 2:14-15)
Religious dimensions (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

Humanity – Our rebellion and fall
Humanity – Our rebellion and condemnation

Humanity’s innocence gave him fellowship with God (Genesis 2:7)
Rebellion and guilt – all fallen short of mark (Romans 5:12)

Humanity’s freedom gave him the power of choice (Genesis 2:16-17)
Guilt and condemnation – all are guilty (Romans 5:18-19)

Humanity’s choice gave him true responsibility (Genesis 3:8-19)
Guilt and condemnation – all have turned away (Psalm 14:3)

Humanity’s decision led him into moral rebellion (Jeremiah 17:9)
Condemnation and separation (Isaiah 59:1-2)


Separation and death (Ezekiel 18:4)

Humanity – Our quest and dilemma
Humanity – Our enemies

Our religious search (Acts 17:22,23)
Satan (1 Peter 5:8-9)

Our philosophical wanderings (Ecclesiastes 1:17:18)
Sin (Romans 8:10)

Our psychological contradictions (Mark 7:21-23)
The world (1 John 2:15, 16)

Our physical drive (James 4:5)
The flesh (Romans 7:18)


Death (2 Timothy 1:10)

______________________________________

God’s Messengers – Angels
God’s Messengers - Patriarchs

Worshippers around God’s throne (Psalm 8:5)
Forerunners of a new beginning – by faith Abraham obeyed (Hebrews 11:8)

Executors of God’s will (Luke 24:4)
Inheritors of a promised land (Hebrews 11:13-16)

Witnesses to God’s saving acts (Luke 15:10)
Ancestors of a universal family (2 Corinthians 1:20)

Messengers at times of revelation (Exodus 3:2)
Their message of the Covenant (1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

Protagonists at times of conflict (2 Kings 6:17)
Their message of Election (Romans 4:16)

Ministers at times of crisis (Matthew 4:11)
Their message of obedient faith (Genesis 22:7-9)

God’s Messengers – Priests
God’s Messengers - Prophets

We cannot come to God lightly (Exodus 28:1-5)
They received God’s summons (Isaiah 6:8)

We cannot come to God directly (Leviticus 1:1-9)
They challenged God’s people (1 Kings 18:21)

We cannot come to God cheaply (Leviticus 17:11)
They revealed God’s mind (2 Peter 1:21)

Christ, the perfect Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5-6)
They addressed God’s world (Daniel 2:36)

The Cross, the final sacrifice (Matthew 27:50)
They foretold God’s Messiah (John 1:29)

Believers, the new priesthood (1 Peter 2:4-5)

God’s Messengers – Apostles
God’s Messengers - Evangelists

Personally appointed by Christ (Matthew 16:18)
Their work is God’s Gospel (Acts 8:5)

Historically acquainted with Christ (Acts 1:21-22)
Their home is God’s church (Ephesians 4:11)

Supernaturally accredited by Christ (2 Corinthians 12:12)
Their message is God’s salvation, proclaim Christ (1 Corinthians 15:3-5)

They provided the church’s foundations (Ephesians 2:19-20)
Their confidence is God’s word (Acts 8:35)

They defined the church’s teaching (John 16:12-15)
Their power is God’s Spirit (Acts 1:8)

They inspired the church’s mission (Galatians 2:9)
Their goal is God’s glory- a changed life (Galatians 1:23-24)

______________________________________

Salvation – God’s plan for humanity
Salvation – Humanity’s need of salvation

God’s plan — his will is sovereign (Romans 9:18)
Humanity’s need of a new direction (Hebrews 9:27)

God’s plan — his work is eternal (Acts 2:23)

Humanity’s need of a new nature (Jeremiah 13:23)

God’s plan — his choice is specific (Matthew 22:14)
Humanity’s need of a new motivation (John 6:66-68)

God’s people — separated for holy living (Romans 8:29)
Humanity’s need of personal fulfilment (Luke 12:15)

God’s people — called to good works (Philippians 2:12-13)
Humanity’s need of social acceptance (Genesis 11:4)

God’s people — preparing for future glory (Revelation 17:14)
Humanity’s need of a spiritual dimension (1 Corinthians 2:14)

Salvation - The way of salvation
Salvation - Acceptance

The basis — the death of Jesus (Acts 4:10-12)
God regenerates the believer as a new being (Ezekiel 36:25-27)

The basis — the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:32-36)
God reconciles the believer in a new relationship (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

The call — to repentance (Acts 3:19)
God redeems the believer through a new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31)

The call — to faith (Acts 13:38-39)
God justifies the believer for a new position (Titus 3:7)

The promise — forgiveness (Psalm 103:11-12)
God glorifies the believer for a new life (Romans 8:28-30)

The promise — the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38)

Salvation – Sanctification
Salvation – In the letter to the Romans

A separation to God (2 Thessalonians 2:13)
Condemnation — 1:1—3:20 (Romans 3:9)

A separation from the world (2 Corinthians 6:17 – 7:1)
Justification — 3:20—4:25 (Romans 3:24-25)

A separation for holy living (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

Reconciliation — 5:1-21 (Romans 5:10-11)

A separation by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16-18)

Identification — 6:1-23 (Romans 6:6)

A separation through the word of God (John 15:3)
Liberation — 7:1-25 (Romans 7:6)

A separation that progresses throughout life (2 Corinthians 1:10)

Sanctification – 8:1-39 (Romans 8:11)


Election — 9:l—1l:36 (Romans 9:24)


Transformation — 12:1—15:13 (Romans 12:1-2)

_____________________________________

The Christian – Described
The Christian and the Bible
A sinner saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
Directs the Christian for life (John 8:31-32)

A member of God’s family (John 1:12-13)
Equips the Christian for battle (Matthew 4:1-2)

A disciple of Jesus Christ (Luke 14:26-27)
Energises the Christian for service (Psalm 1:3)

A temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16)
Corrects the Christian from error (James 1:23-25)

A pilgrim in an alien environment (Hebrews 11:8-9)
Develops the Christian in the faith (1 Peter 2:2-3)

A citizen of heaven (Hebrews 13:14)
Informs the Christian of God’s mind (Romans 11:33-36)

The Christian and prayer
The Christian and witness
For communion with God (Mark 1:35)
Proclaiming a person (Acts 1:8)

For growth in God (Matthew 6:9-13)
Explaining the truth (Colossians 1:28-29)

For the service of God (James 5:16-18)
Sharing a love (2 Corinthians 5:14)

For the praise of God (Psalm 150:1)
Witnessing consistently (John 13:34-35)

For the experience of God (Psalm 57:1-3)
Witnessing personally (Acts 4:18-20)

Prayer is God’s special way of communication (Romans 8:15)

The Christian and the world
The Christian life
Called out of the world (1 Corinthians 7:29-31)
A vocation to be fulfilled (Philippians 3:14)

Separated from the world (Ephesians 5:11)
A character to be developed (2 Peter 1:5-8)

Sent into the world (Matthew 5:13-16)
A fellowship to be maintained (Ephesians 5:1-2)

To overcome the world (Romans 8:37)
Energies to be harnessed (1 Corinthians 15:58)

To journey through the world (Hebrews 11:16)
Minds to be developed (Ephesians 1:18)


A hope to be realized (Titus 2:13)

_____________________________________

The Church – its characteristics
The Church – its main description

It is the Church of Jesus Christ (historical) (Matthew 16:18)
A firm building (1 Peter 2:4-5)

It is the company of all believers (universal) (Colossians 3:11)
A virgin bride (Revelation 21:2)

It is a unity of the Spirit (spiritual) (Ephesians 4:4-6)
A functioning body (1 Corinthians 12:12)

Its authority is God’s word (scriptural) (2 Timothy 1:13-14)
A permanent city (Hebrews 13:14)

Its programme is worldwide (international) (Luke 4:18-19)
A stable family (1 Timothy 3:14-15)

Its destiny is heaven (eternal) (Ephesians 4:16)
An active army (Ephesians 6:12)

The Church – its relationship to Christ
The Church – its authority and mission
Christ died for the Church (Acts 20:28)
Guarding the truth (1 Timothy 6:20)

Christ builds the Church (Ephesians 4:16)
Correcting the unruly (1 Corinthians 5:11)

Christ protects the Church (Daniel 3:25-27)
Challenging evil (Romans 12:17-21)

Christ purifies the Church (Jeremiah 3:6)
Evangelising the world (Matthew 28:18-20)

Christ intercedes for the Church (1 John 2:1)
Serving the world (Titus 3:8)

Christ prepares for the Church (John 14:1-4)
Glorifying God (1 Peter 4:12-14)

The Church – its ordinances
The Church – its ministry and order

BAPTISM: Admission to membership (Acts 2:41)
Preaching and teaching (Romans 6:17)

More than a symbol (Acts 8:38-39)
Prayer and intercession (Romans 15:30)

Death to the old life (Romans 6:3-4)
Fellowship and caring (Colossians 3:11)

Rising to the new life (Colossians 2:12)
Worship and praise (Colossians 3:16)

Identification with Christ (Galatians 3:27)
Leadership and government (Philippians 1:1)

THE LORD’S SUPPER:

We appropriate (Mark 14:22)

We commemorate (Luke 22:19-20)

We communicate (John 6:56)
We participate (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)
We anticipate (1 Corinthians 11:26)

___________________________________

The last things – The hope of the Christian
The last things – The prelude to Christ’s return

The promises to God’s people (1 Peter 1:10-12)
Before the return - in the natural realm (Luke 21:11)

The fulfilment of God’s purposes (Acts 3:17-21)
Before the return - in the social realm (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

The defeat of God’s enemies (Philippians 2:9-11)
Before the return - in the international realm (Mark 13:7-8)

A living hope (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)
Before the return - in the family realm (Mark 13:12)

A steadfast hope (1 Thessalonians 1:3)
Before the return - in the personal realm (Luke 21:26)

A purifying hope (Jude 24-25)
Before the return - in the spiritual realm (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

The last things – The return of Christ
The last things – The judgement
Prophetically (Daniel 7:13-14)
God will be declared as just – God will judge everyone (Hebrews 9:27)

Personally (Matthew 26:64)
Christ will be acknowledged as Lord – Christians will not be condemned (John 5:24)

Visibly (Matthew 24:30)
Christians will be accountable for their service (Romans 14:12)

Suddenly (Matthew 24:27)
The disobedient will be rejected for their unbelief (John 3:18-20)

Triumphantly (Luke 21:27-28)
Satan will be destroyed forever (Revelation 20:10)

Conclusively (1 Corinthians 15:24)

The last things – The resurrection
Christ its guarantee (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)


Nature its illustration (1 Corinthians 15:35-38)

Eternal life its outcome (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

From humiliation to glory (1 John 3:1-2)

From the natural to the spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:44)

From mortality to immortality (Philippians 1:21-24)

The last things – The new order



The triumph of the Lamb (Revelation 5:12-13)

The new creation (Revelation 21:1)



The new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:10)

Paradise restored (Revelation 22:3)



Jesus is coming (Revelation 22:7)

The Bible: Its main sections

The Old Testament: History – A God who loves to bless (Genesis 12:1-3) 

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

The Old Testament: History – A God who demands allegiance (Joshua 24:14)  

"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

The Old Testament: Poetry & Wisdom – A God for all the seasons of life (Ecclesiastes 3:1,8)  

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

The Old Testament: Prophecy – A God who hates injustice (Amos 5:21-24)  

"I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!

The New Testament: History – A God of time to receive good news  (Mark 1:14-15) 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.

"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"

The New Testament: Letters – Do not conform, be transformed (Romans 12:1-2) 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

The New Testament: Prophecy – Jesus said: ”I am the Alpha and Omega” (Revelation 1:8-11) 

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.

The Bible: Its inspiration
The identity of its divine author (1 Pet 1:20) 

He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.       All the Bible is inspired: (2 Tim 3:16-17) All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

The diversity of its human writers (Acts 18:3) 

 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them.

The unity of its many themes (Matthew 5:17-18) 

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

The authority of its inspired truth – it is ideal to meditate on (Joshua 1:7) 

Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

The reality of its moral impact (Hebrews 4:12) 

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

The Bible: It’s interpretation

Seen in its historical setting (John 3:14)

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,

Consistent with its surrounding passage (2 Corinthians 4:2)

Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

In harmony with the rest of Scripture (Matthew 22:29)

Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.

Consistent with the purpose of God’s revelation (Deuteronomy 29:29)

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.

Understood in changing cultures (Acts 8:34-38)

The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

Faithfulness in interpretation (Revelation 22:18-19) 

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

The Bible: Its application

Read prayerfully (Psalm 119:33-38) 

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end. Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. Fulfil your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared. Take away the disgrace I dread, for your laws are good. How I long for your precepts! Preserve my life in your righteousness.

Listen personally (1 Samuel 3:10)  

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."

Look expectantly (1 John 5:13)  

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

Apply regularly (Psalm 119:33-38) 

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

Act obediently (James 1:22-25)  

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.

Read totally (2 Corinthians 4:2)  

Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

The Bible: Its central theme

The continual conflict (Genesis 3:1) 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"

The promised saviour (Jeremiah 31:31)  

"The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 

The work of Christ (Luke 2:28-32)  

Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."

The new community (Ephesians 2:18-22)  

For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

The ultimate victory (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.

A useful summary (Titus 3:3-7)  

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

The Bible: Its contents

God’s plan for His people (Genesis 1:28)  

God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."

The promise of freedom (John 8:36) 

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

A God of faithfulness (Psalm 36:5)  

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies.

A God of justice (Deuteronomy 32:4) 

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

A God of love (1 John 4:10)

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Jesus is coming back for his own (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17)

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

__________________________________

God – The Trinity

Revealed in the Old Testament (Genesis 1:26-27)

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Asserted in the New Testament (John 14:26) 

But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

Known by faith – Blessing the church (2 Corinthians 13:14)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

God the father – commits His work to the son (Matthew 11:27)

"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

God the Son – revealed through the Holy Spirit (John 1:15-16)

John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.

God the Holy Spirit – in the believer (Romans 8:9)

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

God – The Creator

God the Creator – in the beginning (Genesis 1:1)

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

God the Creator – giving life to everything (Nehemiah 9:6)

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.

God the Sustainer (Acts 14:17)

Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy."

God is achieving His purpose (Romans 8:25)

But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Earth as a focal point (Revelation 21:1-3)

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.

Earth as a focal point (Psalm 8:3-8)

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honour. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

God - God’s being 

God is everywhere (omnipresent) (Jeremiah 23:23-24)

"Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away? Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I fill heaven and earth?" declares the LORD.

God is all-powerful (omnipotent) (Genesis 17:1)

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.

God knows everything (omniscient) (Hebrews 4:12-13)

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

God is above space and time (eternal and unchanging) – eternal (Isaiah 44:6)

"This is what the LORD says-- Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.

God is above space and time (eternal and unchanging) –unchanging (James 1:17)

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

God – God’s character

God’s truth is inseparable from his character (John 14:6)

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

God’s holiness reacts against all impurity (Habakkuk 1:13)

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?

God’s love extends to all mankind (1 John 4:7-11)

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

God’s mercy holds back what we deserve (Hosea 11:8-9)

"How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you like Admah? How can I make you like Zeboiim? My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not man-- the Holy One among you. I will not come in wrath.

God’s mercy gives us what we do not deserve (1 Corinthians 1:4-8)

I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge-- because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

God’s faithfulness provides for daily life (Psalm 89:1-2)

A maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. I will sing of the Lord's great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.

God – The fatherhood of God

By creation – of all things (Acts 17:24-26)

"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human  hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.

By covenant – of Israel (Isaiah 63:16)

But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name.

By adoption – of Christian believers (Romans 8:14-17)

Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

From eternity – of Jesus Christ (John 17:5)

And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

The Father’s gifts  (Galatians 4:4-7)

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

The Father’s delight (Luke 15:24)

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.

God – God’s revelation

Supremely in Jesus (John 14:8-10)

Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus answered: "Do not you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do not you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.

Through the Bible (Romans 16:25-27)

Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him-- to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Through creation (Psalm 19:1-4)

For the director of music. A psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,

In history (Psalm 75:6-7)

No one from the east or the west or from the desert can exalt a man. But it is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts another.

In man (Romans 2:14-15)

(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.)

Through human experience (Revelation 2:29)

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

_______________________________________

Jesus Christ – His Incarnation

Christ was son of God before time and space (John 1:1-3)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

It was by supernatural conception (Matthew 1:18-25)

"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" --which means, "God with us."

It upholds Christ’s full deity (John 8:46)

Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why do not you believe me?

It establishes Christ’s full humanity (Galatians 4:4-5)

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

It explains Christ’s unique personality (Matthew 8:24-27)

Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!"

It validates Christ’s saving ministry (1 Timothy 2:5-6)

For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the testimony given in its proper time.

Jesus Christ – Main events in the Gospels

His humble birth (Luke 2:7)

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

His sinless baptism (Matthew 3:13-17)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness." Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

His prolonged temptation (Matthew 4:1)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.

His revealing transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36)

As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem.

His obedient death (Luke 22:53)

Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour--when darkness reigns."

His victorious resurrection (Luke 24:36)

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."

His glorious ascension (Luke 24:51)

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.

Jesus Christ – Main aspects of His ministry

Authority that convinced (Matthew 5:21-22)

"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.

Parables that provoked (Mark 4:2)

He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said:

Miracles that confirmed (Mark 1:23-26)

Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God!"  "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.

Compassion that attracted (Matthew 9:36)

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Training that prepared (Matthew 10:1)

He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

Controversy that challenged (Mark 2:5-7)

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, "Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

Jesus Christ – His Names

Son of God (John 20:17)

Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"

The Word (Revelation 19:11-13)

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.

High Priest (Hebrews 7:23-28)

Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

Messiah (John 4:25-26)

The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

Son of Man (Matthew 8:19-20)

Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."

Lord (1 Corinthians 12:1-3)

Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus Christ – His atoning death

Initiated a new relationship (2 Corinthians 5:15)

And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

Fulfilled Old Testament scripture (Isaiah 53:4-7)

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

Destroyed Satan’s kingdom (1 John 3:8)

He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

Reversed sin’s dominion (Galatians 3:13)

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."

Provided a way of victory (1 John 1:7-9)

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Guaranteed an eternity with God (Romans 8:31)

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

Jesus Christ – His triumphant Resurrection

The foundation of the Christian faith (Romans 1:4)

and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

An event supported by evidence (John 20:1)

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.

A promise of ultimate victory (1 Corinthians 15:24)

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.

The power of Christian experience (Romans 6:5)

If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

The assurance of eternal security (John 11:25-26)

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

More evidence (1 Corinthians 15:1-11)

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.

______________________________________

The Holy Spirit – His Person

He is the third person of the Trinity – part of the Godhead (Matthew 28:19)

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

He is the third person of the Trinity – the very character of God (2 Corinthians 13:14)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

He knows as a person (mind) (1 Corinthians 2:10-11)

but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

He feels as a person (emotion) – feels (Ephesians 4:30)

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

He feels as a person (emotion) – hurts (Hebrews 10:29)

How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

He acts as a person (will) (Acts 8:29)

The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."

The Holy Spirit – His names and descriptions

His Names

The Holy Spirit (Acts 2:32-33)

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.

The Spirit of God (Matthew 3:16)

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.

The Spirit of Christ (Philippians 1:19)

for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.

The Spirit of Truth (John 16:13-14)

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.

The Counsellor or Helper (John 16:7)

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

His Descriptions

Wind (Acts 2:2)

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.

Water (John 7:38)

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."

Fire (Matthew 3:11)

"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

Oil (Exodus 30:30)

Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate them so they may serve me as priests.

Dove (John 1:32-33)

Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.

The Holy Spirit – His work

He convinces of sin (John 16:8-11)

When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

He illuminates truth (John 14:25-26)

"All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

He reveals Christ (John 15:26)

"When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.

He lives in believers (Romans 8:9-11)

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

He inspires prayer (Romans 8:26)

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.

He prepares for heaven (Romans 8:1-4)

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit – His activity in the Christian 

Life - new birth by the Spirit (John 3:3-8)

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'

Assurance - the witness of the Spirit (Romans 8:15-16)

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.

Unity - fellowship in the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

Ownership - the seal of the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14)

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

Power - the fullness of the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

Confidence - the pledge of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:5)

Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

The Holy Spirit – His fruit

Love (1 Corinthians 13:8)

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

Joy (1 Peter 1:3-6)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

Peace (John 14:27)

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

Patience (1 Peter 2:23)

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.

Kindness (Titus 3:8)

This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

Goodness (1 Peter 2:11-12)

Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

Faithfulness (Matthew 25:23)

"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'

Gentleness (Matthew 11:29)

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Self-control (1 Corinthians 9:25-27)

Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

The Holy Spirit – His gifts

The gifts exalt Christ (1 Peter 4:10-11)

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 

The gifts involve all (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

The gifts should unite all (Romans 12:4-5)

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.

…….Contd..

Gifts lay foundations (Ephesians 2:19-22)

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Gifts buildup the fellowship (Ephesians 4:11-13)

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Gifts promote mission (Colossians 1:27-29)

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.
______________________________________

Humanity – Our uniqueness

A whole being, physical and spiritual (Deutoronomy 8:3)

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

A spiritual being, made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27)

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

A personal being, with mind, emotion and will – not animals or machines, can make choices (Luke 10:26-27)

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

A moral being, responsible for his actions (Romans 2:14-15)

(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.)

Humanity – Our diversity

Natural dimensions (Genesis 8:22)

"As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease."

Creative dimensions (Genesis 1:26)

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."

Cultural dimensions (Daniel 1:3,4)

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility-- young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.

Social dimensions (Genesis 2:18)

The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."

Religious dimensions (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.

Humanity – Our rebellion and fall

Humanity’s innocence gave him fellowship with God (Genesis 2:7)

the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

Humanity’s freedom gave him the power of choice (Genesis 2:16-17)

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

Humanity’s choice gave him true responsibility (Genesis 3:8-19)

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

Humanity’s decision led him into moral rebellion (Jeremiah 17:9)

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?

Humanity – Our rebellion and condemnation

Rebellion and guilt – all have fallen short of the mark (Romans 5:12)

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--

Guilt and condemnation – all are guilty (Romans 5:18-19)

Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

Guilt and condemnation – all have turned away (Psalm 14:3)

All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.

Condemnation and separation (Isaiah 59:1-2)

Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.

Separation and death (Ezekiel 18:4)

For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son--both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will die.

Humanity – Our quest and dilemma

Our religious search (Acts 17:22,23)

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.

Our philosophical wanderings (Ecclesiastes 1:17:18)

Then I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.

Our psychological contradictions (Mark 7:21-23)

For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean.'"

Our physical drive (James 4:5)

Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?

Our slavery to our emotions (Titus 3:3)

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.

Humanity – Our enemies

Satan (1 Peter 5:8-9)

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Sin (Romans 8:10)

But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.

The world (1 John 2:15,16)

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world.

The flesh (Romans 7:18)

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.

Death (2 Timothy 1:10)

but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

_______________________________________

God’s Messengers – Angels

Worshippers around God’s throne (Psalm 8:5)

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.

Executors of God’s will (Luke 24:4)

While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.

Witnesses to God’s saving acts (Luke 15:10)

In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

Messengers at times of revelation (Exodus 3:2)

There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.

Protagonists at times of conflict (2 Kings 6:17)

And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire 

Ministers at times of crisis (Matthew 4:11)

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

God’s Messengers - Patriarchs

Forerunners of a new beginning – by faith Abraham obeyed (Hebrews 11:8)

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

Inheritors of a promised land (Hebrews 11:13-16)

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Ancestors of a universal family (2 Corinthians 1:20)

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God.

Their message of the Covenant (1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."

Their message of Election (Romans 4:16)

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring--not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.

Their message of obedient faith (Genesis 22:7-9)

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

God’s Messengers - Priests

We cannot come to God lightly (Exodus 28:1-5)

"Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron, to give him dignity and honor. Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given wisdom in such matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest. These are the garments they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a woven tunic, a turban and a sash. They are to make these sacred garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me as priests. Have them use gold, and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen.

We cannot come to God directly (Leviticus 1:1-9)

The LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting. He said,

We cannot come to God cheaply (Leviticus 17:11)

For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life.

Christ, the perfect Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5-6)

For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the testimony given in its proper time.

The Cross, the final sacrifice (Matthew 27:50)

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.

Believers, the new priesthood (1 Peter 2:4-5)

As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

God’s Messengers - Prophets

They received God’s summons (Isaiah 6:8)

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" He said, "Go and tell this people: "'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.' Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed."

They challenged God’s people (1 Kings 18:21)

Elijah … …said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the people said nothing.

They revealed God’s mind (2 Peter 1:21)

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

They addressed God’s world (Daniel 2:36)

"This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king.

They foretold God’s Messiah (John 1:29)

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
God’s Messengers - Apostles

Personally appointed by Christ (Matthew 16:18)

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

Historically acquainted with Christ (Acts 1:21-22)

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection."

Supernaturally accredited by Christ (2 Corinthians 12:12)

The things that mark an apostle--signs, wonders and miracles--were done among you with great perseverance.

They provided the church’s foundations (Ephesians 2:19-20)

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

They defined the church’s teaching (John 16:12-15)

"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.

They inspired the church’s mission (Galatians 2:9)

James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.

God’s Messengers - Evangelists

Their Work is God’s Gospel (Acts 8:5)

Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.

Their home is God’s church (Ephesians 4:11)

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,

Their message is God’s salvation – proclaiming Christ (1 Corinthians 15:3-5)

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.

Their confidence is God’s word (Acts 8:35)

Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

Their power is God’s Spirit (Acts 1:8)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Their goal is God’s glory- a changed life (Galatians 1:23-24)

They only heard the report: "The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy." And they praised God because of me.

___________________________________

Salvation – God’s plan for humanity

God’s plan — his will is sovereign (Romans 9:18)

Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.

God’s plan — his work is eternal (Acts 2:23)

This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

God’s plan — his choice is specific (Matthew 22:14)

"For many are invited, but few are chosen."

God’s people — separated for holy living (Romans 8:29)

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

God’s people — called to good works (Philippians 2:12-13)

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

God’s people — preparing for future glory (Revelation 17:14)

They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings--and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers."

Salvation – Humanity’s need of salvation

Humanity’s need of a new direction (Hebrews 9:27)

Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

Humanity’s need of a new nature (Jeremiah 13:23)

Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil.

Humanity’s need of a new motivation (John 6:66-68)

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

Humanity’s need of personal fulfillment (Luke 12:15)

Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."

Humanity’s need of social acceptance (Genesis 11:4)

Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth."

Humanity’s need of a spiritual dimension (1 Corinthians 2:14)

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them …
Salvation - The way of salvation

The basis — the death of Jesus (Acts 4:10-12)

….It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.' Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

The basis — the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:32-36)

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."' "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."

The call — to repentance (Acts 3:19)

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,

The call — to faith (Acts 13:38-39)

"Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.

The promise — forgiveness (Psalm 103:11-12)

as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

The promise — the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38)

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Salvation - Acceptance

God regenerates the believer as a new being (Ezekiel 36:25-27)

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

God reconciles the believer in a new relationship (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

God redeems the believer through a new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31)

"The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.

God justifies the believer for a new position (Titus 3:7)

so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

God glorifies the believer for a new life (Romans 8:28-30)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

Salvation - Sanctification 

A separation to God (2 Thessalonians 2:13)

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.

A separation from the world (2 Corinthians 6:17 – 7:1)

"Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."

"I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

A separation for holy living (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.

A separation by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16-18)

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

A separation through the word of God (John 15:3)

You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.

A separation that progresses throughout life (2 Corinthians 1:10)

He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,

Salvation – In the letter to the Romans

Condemnation — 1:1—3:20 (Romans 3:9)

What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.

Justification — 3:20—4:25 (Romans 3:24-25)

and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--

Reconciliation — 5:1-21 (Romans 5:10-11)

For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Identification — 6:1-23 (Romans 6:6)

For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--

Liberation — 7:1-25 (Romans 7:6)

But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

Sanctification – 8:1-39 (Romans 8:11)

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

Election—9:l—1l:36 (Romans 9:24)

What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory-- even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?

Transformation —12:1—15:13 (Romans 12:1-2)

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

__________________________________________

The Christian – Described

A sinner saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.

A member of God’s family (John 1:12-13)

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

A disciple of Jesus Christ (Luke 14:26-27)

"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

A temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16)

Do not you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?

A pilgrim in an alien environment (Hebrews 11:8-9)

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.

A citizen of heaven (Hebrews 13:14)

For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.

The Christian and the Bible

Directs the Christian for life (John 8:31-32)

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

Equips the Christian for battle (Matthew 4:1-2)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.

Energises the Christian for service (Psalm 1:3)

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

Corrects the Christian from error (James 1:23-25)

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.

Develops the Christian in the faith (1 Peter 2:2-3)

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Informs the Christian of God’s mind (Romans 11:33-36)

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor?" "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

The Christian and prayer

For communion with God (Mark 1:35)

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

For growth in God (Matthew 6:9-13)

"This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'

For  the service of God (James 5:16-18)

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.

For  the praise of God (Psalm 150:1)

Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.

For  the experience of God (Psalm 57:1-3)

For  the director of music. To the tune of "Do Not Destroy." Of David. A miktam. When he had fled from Saul into the cave. Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, for in you my soul takes refuge. I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed. I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfils his purpose for me. He sends from heaven and saves me, rebuking those who hotly pursue me; Selah God sends his love and his faithfulness.

Prayer is God’s special way of communication (Romans 8:15)

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."

The Christian and witness 

Proclaiming a person (Acts 1:8)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Explaining the truth (Colossians 1:28-29)

We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.

Sharing a love (2 Corinthians 5:14)

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.

Witnessing consistently (John 13:34-35)

‘A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’

Witnessing personally (Acts 4:18-20)

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."

Witnessing collectively (Philippians 1:27)

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel

The Christian and the world

Called out of the world (1 Corinthians 7:29-31)

…time is short. From now on those who have wives should live as if they had none; those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.

Separated from the world (Ephesians 5:11)

Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.

Sent into the world (Matthew 5:13-16)

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

To overcome the world (Romans 8:37)

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

To journey through the world (Hebrews 11:16)

Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

The Christian life 

A vocation to be fulfilled (Philippians 3:14)

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

A character to be developed (2 Peter 1:5-8)

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A fellowship to be maintained (Ephesians 5:1-2)

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Energies to be harnessed (1 Corinthians 15:58)

…my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.

Minds to be developed (Ephesians 1:18)

I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints

A hope to be realized (Titus 2:13)

 while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
_____________________________________
The Church – its characteristics

It is the Church of Jesus Christ (historical) (Matthew 16:18)

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

It is the company of all believers (universal) (Colossians 3:11)

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

It is a unity of the Spirit (spiritual) (Ephesians 4:4-6)

There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called--one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Its authority is God’s word (scriptural) (2 Timothy 1:13-14)

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

Its programme is worldwide (international) (Luke 4:18-19)

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."

Its destiny is heaven (eternal) (Ephesians 4:16)

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

The Church – its main description

A firm building (1 Peter 2:4-5)

As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

A virgin bride (Revelation 21:2)

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

A functioning body (1 Corinthians 12:12)

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.

A permanent city (Hebrews 13:14)

For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.

A stable family (1 Timothy 3:14-15)

Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.

An active army (Ephesians 6:12)

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

The Church – its relationship to Christ

Christ died for the Church (Acts 20:28)

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.

Christ builds the Church (Ephesians 4:16)

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Christ protects the Church (Daniel 3:25-27)

He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

Christ purifies the Church (Jeremiah 3:6)

During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, "Have you seen what faithless Israel has done? She has gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there.

Christ intercedes for the Church (1 John 2:1)

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

Christ prepares for the Church (John 14:1-4)

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going."

The Church – its authority and mission

Guarding the truth (1 Timothy 6:20)

Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge,

Correcting the unruly (1 Corinthians 5:11)

But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.

Challenging evil (Romans 12:17-21)

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Evangelising the world (Matthew 28:18-20)

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Serving the world (Titus 3:8)

This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

Glorifying God (1 Peter 4:12-14)

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

The Church – its ordinances

BAPTISM

Admission to membership (Acts 2:41)

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

More than a symbol (Acts 8:38-39)

And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

Death to the old life (Romans 6:3-4)

Or do not you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Rising to the new life (Colossians 2:12)

having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.

Identification with Christ (Galatians 3:27)

for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

We commemorate (Luke 22:19-20)

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

We communicate (John 6:56)

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.

We appropriate (Mark 14:22)

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body."

We participate (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

We anticipate (1 Corinthians 11:26)

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

The Church – its ministry and order

Preaching and teaching (Romans 6:17)

But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.

Prayer and intercession (Romans 15:30)

I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.

Fellowship and caring (Colossians 3:11)

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

Worship and praise (Colossians 3:16)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Leadership and government (Philippians 1:1)

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:

____________________________________

The last things – The hope of the Christian

The promises to God’s people (1 Peter 1:10-12)

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

The fulfillment of God’s purposes (Acts 3:17-21)

"Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.

The defeat of God’s enemies (Philippians 2:9-11)

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

A living hope (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.

A steadfast hope (1 Thessalonians 1:3)

We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus.
A purifying hope (Jude 24-25)
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy--to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

The last things – The prelude to Christ’s return

Before the return - in the natural realm (Luke 21:11)

There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.

Before the return - in the social realm (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God--having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.

Before the return - in the international realm (Mark 13:7-8)

When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.

Before the return - in the family realm (Mark 13:12)

"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death.

Before the return - in the personal realm (Luke 21:26)

Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.

Before the return - in the spiritual realm (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
The last things – The return of Christ

Prophetically (Daniel 7:13-14)

"In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Personally (Matthew 26:64)

"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."

Visibly (Matthew 24:30)

"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.

Suddenly (Matthew 24:27)

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

Triumphantly (Luke 21:27-28)

At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

Conclusively (1 Corinthians 15:24)

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.

The last things – The judgement

God will be declared as just – God will judge everyone (Hebrews 9:27)

Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

Christ will be acknowledged as Lord – Christians will not be condemned (John 5:24)

"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

Christians will be accountable for their service (Romans 14:12)

So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.

The disobedient will be rejected for their unbelief (John 3:18-20)

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.

Satan will be destroyed forever (Revelation 20:10)

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

The last things – The resurrection

Christ its guarantee (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.

Nature its illustration (1 Corinthians 15:35-38)

But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?" How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.

Eternal life its outcome (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

From humiliation to glory (1 John 3:1-2)

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

From the natural to the spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:44)

it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

From mortality to immortality (Philippians 1:21-24)

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.

The last things – The new order

The triumph of the Lamb (Revelation 5:12-13)

In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"

The new creation (Revelation 21:1)

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.

The new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:10)

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.

Paradise restored (Revelation 22:3)

No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.

Jesus is coming (Revelation 22:7)

"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book."

