From: Nigel Bird [mailto:nigel@nigelbird.com] 
Sent: 23 January 2012 04:10
To: 'Nigel Bird'
Subject: More on Communion

In January 2006, 2007, and 2008, I wrote at length on aspects of communion (let me know if you want me to forward copies to you) and if you are a believer I asked you to pray, but nothing has changed, and I would aim to let you know if I discovered what exceptions to communion are or if they no longer apply to me, so I am asking you to continue praying.

For 2012 I am just going to look at John 17:20-26, where Jesus, as He was about to be arrested and crucified, prays for all believers, having just prayed for Himself, and then His (twelve) disciples. I am clear that you can be a non-believer, saved, or a Christian, that is if you are saved your heart recognises Jesus is Lord, while if you are a Christian you are also following Christ in your life to some degree. Thus Christians today are disciples of Christ (and indeed saints), it is just that they are not one of the twelve, nor are they apostles those who have seen the risen Christ which included all the twelve disciples except Judas.
John 17:20-26 (NIV translation) Jesus Prays for all believers (the saved): May you read just Jesus words in red, and then all together including my additions in <> and bold underlines.
“My <Jesus> prayer is not for them <the twelve> alone. I <Jesus> pray also for those <the saved> who will believe in me <Jesus> through their <the twelve> message, that all of them <the saved> may be one, Father <God, (or Eli as he would have said/thought in His language)>, just as you <Father God> are in me <Jesus> and I <Jesus> am in you <Father God>. May they <the saved> also be in us <Jesus and Father God> so that the world may believe that you <Father God> have sent me <Jesus>. I <Jesus> have given them <the saved> the glory that you gave me <Jesus>, that they <the saved> may be one as we <Jesus and Father God> are one: I <Jesus> in them <the saved> and you <Father God> in me <Jesus>. May they <the saved> be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you <Father God> sent me <Jesus> and have loved them <the saved> even as you <Father God> have loved me <Jesus>.
Father <God>, I <Jesus> want those you <Father God> have given me <Jesus> to be with me  <Jesus> where I <Jesus> am and to see my <Jesus> glory, the glory you <Father God> have given me <Jesus> because you <Father God> loved me <Jesus> before the creation of the world.

Righteous Father <God>, though the world does not know you <Father God>, I <Jesus> know you <Father God>, and they <the saved> know that you <Father God> have sent me <Jesus>. I <Jesus> have made you <Father God> known to them <the saved>, and will continue to make you <Father God> known in order that the love you <Father God> have for me <Jesus> may be in them <the saved> and that I <Jesus> myself may be in them <the saved>.

I spare you an exegesis (an in depth explanation of a Bible passage) as the message seems clear, in being ‘deadly serious’ (this prayer is how we originally got this expression as Jesus was about to die) His final ambition for all believers, the saved, was really repetitive and not complicated: He desired that aside from that the saved loving with Christian love in their hearts was just that they were ‘one’, and in this He was referring both to the application of communion in this life, and that all believers will be ‘one’ in heaven. Thus the glory he referred to was firstly the coming of Pentecost, when Peter who had denied Him spoke for God and the Holy Spirit that until then had been localised became generally around in the world and into the hearts of all believers, thus giving Christians no excuse not to be ‘one’ in communion with one another, and secondly the glory of Jesus return and all the riches of heaven being available to all believers, possibly after some time and final processes, we just do not know. Clearly His prayer was necessary, and has not yet been fully answered, but we can note that He acknowledged dependence on His disciples then and from then on.
I am still as aghast as I have always been at the numerous diversions placed on believers that distract from the pursuit of unity, a clear aspect amongst the many, many, aspects of love that required specific mention at this time, but was also a clear exhortation throughout the Old Testament and in Jesus focus on teaching His disciples. If you know me then you know who my friends are and you know that they continue to be apart from me, so I ask again that you pray for communion between me and my friends so that we can begin to deal with the volumes of unfinished business that should be apparent to all. In praying one should also align one’s life with the prayers that you are praying, and so I hope you can also think about what you can do to change the hearts of those standing or appearing to stand against communion for me, and more generally, or in practically bringing those friends to a satisfactory, not forced, reunion with me. I hope and pray that I can have in my life just what I have always asked for, to keep my friends, past, present, and future, whatever you believe I cannot see why not, but of course I respect them entirely, - there must be very serious matters preventing serious, kind, non-ambitious Christians from being reunited with me, not least because of the damage they know they have inflicted, and continue to inflict on my manic depressive mind that is particular in being averse to such as their sudden, unmerited, and apparently hypocritical behaviour in being separated from me. I hope this is clear, - my one piece of advice to all human beings is that if you have a question, or a statement, or a clear belief, that seems relevant to you, then for God’s sake keep mentioning it to all and sundry and never give up.
In closing, after I became a Christian in All Souls, Langham Place, I did a 16-week beginners course, and then a year’s course of three terms ‘Root and Shoot’ to build a foundation for my faith, but afterwards I felt not yet ready to join a Fellowship Group, and so I wrote to a curate asking for an alternative, and so I was very fortunate that he was willing to take me on for one-to-one Bible Study. First we went through a template course, and then we went through all of Philippians, and that book still has a fondness for me. Just now, I include Chapter 1, verses 9-11, that remains, I feel, having since read the whole Bible (bar the odd list of names etc.) the best example prayer from one believer to another believer, so having read it if you want to say a prayer for a Christian friend then that is it, my best choice.
(NIV translation): Philippians 1:9-11

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, - to the glory and praise of God.

Briefly: pure and blameless=keep the Holy Spirit in your heart. Day of Christ=Jesus return or your death (equivalent). Everyone is equal in the love of God, but not everyone is equal in the sight of God, - we may mature in love, decision-making, and earning God’s praise and glory.

With continuing best wishes,

Nigel Bird.
