Sorry if the questions below are a bit like an exam, I just thought you might like fuller and more rounded questions – and all that I immediately thought of, for your interest. Please feel free to change my wording, include/attribute the questions to other people, or generally make use of them as you may wish. What a great run, well done – many thanks, all the best at Anfield on Sunday, and for the rest of the season. Ever onward ye Gunners!

1. What have been the biggest, most difficult, or most unexpected differences for you in being the Arsenal Captain, compared to being solely an Arsenal player, i) before ii) during, iii) after, a match in which you were playing. Was it always a role you were going to accept if offered to you, or did you have a think before agreeing to be Arsenal captain?
2. Have you tried to take a particular previous captain as a role model for how to go about the job, or is it just a question of taking things from the captains you have previously played under, or talked to, and being guided by the boss? Some say it is always best to have a central defender as captain, Glenn Hoddle differed in saying a referee might give a penalty more often to a striker who was captain, but do you/have you always believed that a captain should be a central defender, or is it more about the person than their position on the pitch?

3. Arsène picked out three beneficial rule changes that could be taken on board from the Rugby World Cup, the game time being stopped as it happened so everyone knows when the match is ending, technical help in giving tries, and no-one being allowed to talk to the referee except the captain. Do you agree with him, and/or do you have another rule/law change to the game, which you think would be a good improvement? Sean Fitzpatrick the only New Zealand Captain to win the World Cup long ago, said that even though he was hooker throwing in at line-outs, pack-leader, and had media duties, the most important part of his job as captain was talking to the referee. It is seen that a captain is most influential in cricket, then rugby, and then football the least. Do you think the influence of the captain in football could/should be greater, lesser, or is about right?
4. After the 1936 Cup Final, the Arsenal Captain Tom Parker (I think) took time out from the celebrations after the match in the early evening to organise being filmed as he wanted to say ‘I thought the greatest honour of my life was to Captain England, but it was not, it was to Captain Arsenal today…’ Not being English, what would you say would end up being your greatest honour? Captaining Arsenal, Captaining France, a World Cup winner’s medal, a Champions League winner’s medal, or that playing football is a privilege and your greatest honour would be in your private life e.g. being father to a happy, successful family, being able to help with poverty/good causes, or a French National honour?

5. Ever since the Greeks won the European Championships, International football and the Champions League, as well as Rugby, seem to be dominated by defence. Do you really enjoy this challenge, or would you admit that the game could do with being re-balanced somehow so that the attack has more say when the best teams play each other? If something could be done to increase the number of goals per match slightly, but significantly, particularly when top teams clash, would you tend to support this?
6. The Ladies played a very high standard World Cup, with many fewer errors than in the past, some real creativity, and skilful play. Vic Akers believes that Arsenal Ladies are playing at about Non-League standard. There is a rule at the F.A. that no female is allowed to play in a men’s team from about the age of fourteen (I think). Would you support the change or removal of this rule altogether, – if the passport should not matter, why should the gender? Supposing, for sake of argument, a female player was playing for a non-league or league two team that we are drawn against in the F. A. Cup, and by some freak incident, she is seen to take the ball around you and fire one straight into the top corner. Providing we won the match, would you be happy enough to front up and have a laugh about it, or would it be more like the ultimate embarrassment, which you would never live down?
7. Arsène clearly prefers ‘standing on the grass’ than ‘being on the carpets’, but for yourself do you have much interest in dealing with matters off the pitch? Are you happy enough to do the suits, tables, and carpets thing, or are you more the type to minimise such matters, and stick to the football?

