










28th April 03

Nick,


(Nick Saxton – 3/2, 53 Fulton Street, Glasgow G13 1DL   Mensa Football Special Interest SIG)
I had thought of the penalties after sending-off conundrum before it was in the newsletter and after it was mentioned there I sent it in to Arsenal's occasional Q&A page in the match-day programme. Today they printed a version of my question and their answer, which readers might be interested in (obviously I now feel it may have been a bad omen as we went on to lose to Leeds and surrender the title):

Q. In a penalty shoot-out in the Champions League knock-out stages or any other competition, if one team has had a player sent-off but the other has not and scores are tied after ten penalty-kicks, does the ten-man team have the advantage of their first, best player taking the next penalty against the worst, 11th best player from the eleven-man team? (Technically would it be clever to get one's worst penalty takers sent off right at the end of extra time?)
Nigel Bird, Ealing,

A. Michael O'Brien, Football Administrator, replies: I am afraid this 'tactic' wouldn't be allowed. In accordance with the Laws of the Game, the team that finishes with a greater number of players would have to reduce their numbers until both teams were even again. The team captain would have the responsibility of informing the referee about which players were 'counted out'.

Any feedback on my letters to Arsenal? If you want any further comments or answers to questions from me about Arsenal, I am happy to attempt further writing as you or your readers may wish. I feel fairly vindicated - The second defensive central midfielder definitely cost us in Europe' and probably in the League. You may say we have lost without Vieira, but it is the negative tactic with only two goals from central midfield in open play this season, not so much the individual that I was criticising and Ray Parlour has played very well in his place. It was not the defence that let us down - the recent goals let in against Bolton and Leeds were due more to bad luck/good opposition play than defensive frailties. I feel the turning point was taking off Bergkamp with four minutes to go when leading at Anfield when we had been all over them, and then failing to look for the winner against ten-man Newcastle. We have not looked good at Highbury apart from the first six weeks of the season even if results have been good. More of our problems will be off the pitch now. But you have to salute Manchester United getting 42 out of 48 points recently - they won the title as much as we lost it. It is only our expectations that mean the prospect of an F.A. Cup Final seems less than sufficiently glamorous and at least we can relax in our final two matches in preparation for it. Unfortunately though the risk is there that Henry and Pires could depart or more managers discover tactics against us as Ronald Koeman (Ajax) did and said does not happen here such as putting ten men behind the ball to which at present we have no cure and we might struggle to get into the Champions League places next season. Let us not hope that Manchester United's annual title victories do not become the procession like Schumacher's Grand Prix victories last season. Their money may buy them trophies (any of there players dropping dead would not affect the odds of their winning next season's title), but don't bet that Arsenal (statistically the team of the last century even though it was not until 1930 that they as the first southern club to do so they won the title) who so far have over time have always found a way to play above their ability levels will be back, and perhaps it will not be too long.

Best Regards,

Nigel

Thanks for the official explanation Nigel, that seems to have been cleared up. But could we trust the referee to be aware of the rule and alert enough to ask which player was to be "counted out "?
Would you believe that I actually thought about this in Seville as we neared the end of extra-time with the_ scores at 2-2 and Bobo Balde having been sent off? Sadly it wasn't to be.
The penalty shoot-out situation actually happened Arsenal v Rotherham, Carling Cup - Tuesday October 28, 2003.

Sylvain Wiltord missed his first penalty, but scored his second, to win the match. Stavros Tavliridis did not take a penalty for Arsenal, as ten players from each side had taken a penalty, and Mike Pollittt, the Rotherham goalkeeper, had been sent off during normal time, thus Stavros was the first known player to be ‘counted out’ regarding a penalty shoot-out. 
