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‘The Word for Today’ booklets produced by UCB are the best daily reading notes I have found; they are of convenient length, not too demanding in content, do not require a Bible and so are suitable for light travelling, are insightful and rarely do I find myself disagreeing with what is said. Below I attempt a précis of the main point of each daily paragraph over a period of nine months. You can receive ‘The Word for Today’ free, three months at a time in a handy-sized booklet.

August 2001

August 1 - Wait for a post-dated cheque from God when you are able to do a great work.

August 2 - Stop trying to be somebody else! Do not deny your unique calling.

August 3 - Have good attitude in spite of bad news. Trust, do not manipulate. Follow without seeing big picture.

Friends = sharing.

August 4 - Have fewer things; let go, be unable to explain what you are going through while being pruned.
August 5 - Go to church.

August 6 - God is the potter, whatever the clay is like, He can use you for His glory.

August 7 - You are always in God's hand.

August 8 - Ask God to show you His plans. Aim to glorify God. Use your brain. Wait. Seek trustworthy counsel.

Never act without the facts.

August 9 - Be relaxed, not busy or stressed.

August 10 - Do not doubt God!

August 11 - Useless to pray if you have no faith that God will answer, you have no confidence from feeling 


unworthy, or you think prayer is about the right feeling, the right posture or the right length of time.

August 12 - Surround yourself with people who compliment you not duplicate you - that would rob you of your


personal growth; you will live in a secure, but shrivelled world.

August 13 - Life is not about achieving goals, but seeking His plan. One can't compartmentalise choices as 


being ‘my way’ or ‘God's way’. Keep pace with Him.

August 14 - God is never content with the status quo. He is moulding you all the time unto a destiny.

August 15 - You have nothing to fear. God's huge outstretched arms protect you.

August 16 - Every word you speak today will either lift or lower somebody. Point to what is good about people.

Speak gracefully.

August 17 - One person can make all the difference. You could help convert a potential preacher.

August 18 - God has given you a map; do not let other people dominate you or tell you where to go. In the end you

are accountable to Him and shall have no other Gods. Live life to the full.

August 19 - Throw away old pain and old scars.

August 20 - The prosperous man is like a tree because it's stable, productive and connected.

August 21 - Pray Lord make me better not make me bigger; worry about your standing with God not others.
August 22 - Understand how deep and unconditional His love is. Work with God in partnership. God acts in

abundance, you can take risks.

August 23 - The more gifted you are the more humble you must be. Thorn in flesh keeps you on your knees and

acknowledging God as your source.

August 24 - Practice doing what you should until you model it.
August 25 - Beware: wolves that attack; sheep that stray too far, sheep that can't discern the shepherd's voice or


disobey it, the Sunday Service only sheep and the sheep that do not recognise the danger of wolves.

August 26 - Do not give the devil a foothold.

August 27 - Be in harmony with God; let the melody take the lead, have an ear to hear and a willingness to

follow, take time to practice, prevent lack of use or poor maintenance. You are wanted and chosen!

August 28 - We should remain calm, stay together in every circumstance and have a focus that transcends our 


present discomfort. Yield to one another, persevering, protecting our unity as a source of blessing.

August 29 - Live in partnership with the Holy Spirit gaining wisdom, motivation, courage and ability in resisting

the devil

August 30 - Be tender-hearted and hospitable.

August 31 - Forgive and receive forgiveness.

September 2001

September 1 - Love is a choice that costs, you must lose pre-occupation with self and withstand hurt, abuse and 



wrong.

September 2 - God's covenant promises salvation, provision, guidance, health and victory, provided that you keep



the covenant.

September 3 - A Chinese bamboo grows a few inches in 4 years and then 90 feet in 5 weeks; hang in there what



God has in store for you is truly worth waiting for.

September 4 - When critical of someone you are saying that God's workmanship does not meet with your approval.

September 5 - What am I willing to lay aside in order to serve?

September 6 - He has made you worthy.

September 7 - You can only win if you run on the track He has chosen for you. Learn from your mistakes.


Commit yourself to mastering your mission.

September 8 - Leave the timing, the ways and the means to God, but never doubt Him.

September 9 - Be spiritually not carnally minded.
September 10 - Joy always finds purpose in pain, advantage in adversity and direction in devastation.

September 11 - Seed among weeds, all the things they have to do and all the things they want to get.

September 12 - Success gives rise to jealousy, insecurity of those afraid to change, stretch and grow and invites



 the attack of Satan.

September 13 - Purity is seeking the Lord regularly; learn verses, talk to others about God, rejoice in Him,



 meditate and give God your all.

September 14 - Stop holding back a gift that might be in you from being released.

September 15 - Neuter things that would threaten you or may reproduce in your life.

September 16 - There is no more potent killer than loneliness - the devil's strategy for isolating us from one


 another. Care about people - let Him love a hurting world through you.

September 17 - Pray and involve God in situations - He can change people, you can't. Let God first deal with the



 wrong in you, then answers come and attitudes change. 

September 18 - Acknowledge the Spirit of the Lord and be free to dream, risk, soar, and free from the opinion of 



 others to be your unique self-creation through grace.

September 19 - Open your heart and trust and enjoy blessings that will remain with you. Do not protect yourself 



 from being hurt.

September 20 - Be prepared to wait for blessings as God shows restraint to temper your character and correct 



 behaviour.

September 21 - Do not hide insecurity with arrogance, do not try to impress, be prepared.

September 22 - Schedule well-timed rest, defy Godless over-commitment. 

September 23 - Commit to be against lying, stealing, dishonesty and anger.

September 24 - You are Holy Fred or Holy Helen set aside for God's purposes.

September 25 - Listening is the key to making right relationships in life.

September 26 - The script is written; submit and be blessed or rebel and be sorry.

September 27 - Angels are protecting you.

September 28 - Anybody whoever beat the odds did it in spite of their fear.  Courage is a choice not a feeling.



 The Lord is with you.

September 29 - Learn to smile. Decide to be joyful then feel joyful.

September 30 - You grow much more when resistance and opposition test you. Who says it can't be done?

October 2001

October 1 - You can walk on water if you see Jesus in your storm, respond to what he says to you, refuse to be

intimidated by surroundings, do what others are afraid to do and choose what is possible rather than


what is rational.

October 2 - Do things decently and in order e.g. finish projects, reply to mail promptly, organise documents.
October 3 - Good parents can sometimes have prodigal children. Bad company can destroy good character.

Parents can be too busy.

October 4 - You have treasure within that the enemy cannot reach. We were made to bend, but not break.


Deepen your roots with God.

October 5 - God loves dreamers. Have the courage to act on your dreams; the way to the Promised Land is 


through the wilderness where character is built up.

October 6 - Mature love is tolerant, never envious, courteous, but not touchy. Selfless, enduring ......

October 7 - God looks at the heart not the outward appearance. All Biblical preachers would appear unsuitable to 


a modern evangelical church and not succeed in getting through selection for a role in such a church.

October 8 - God sometimes calms the storm, but most of the time he lets it rage and calms us. (Often through prayer.)

October 9 - Let God straighten people out in His own time. Do not love with strings attached.

October 10 - Do not backbite.

October 11 - Rise early.

October 12 - Do not give things to your children, give yourself and your time; set a spiritual tone.

October 13 - Be generous give yourself unreservedly to God.

October 14 - Being flexible, gives the best chance of being used by God.

October 15 - You can't earn or forfeit God's love, just accept it and pass it on to others.

October 16 - Your love, prayers, skill and money are all seeds. Sow generously and you will also reap  


generously.

October 17 - Walk circumspectly, do not waste time, make sense of God's will and be filled with the Spirit.

October 18 - Praise God through battles and walls will come down.

October 19 - Show appreciation, carry your own weight, be open and direct and observe boundaries.

October 20 - Remember to pray regularly, he is so ready to give.

October 21 - God has everything under control; do not be anxious.

October 22 - Only you know when you need a break. The power of rest is what allows you to enjoy the journey


not just the destination.

October 23 - Witness with the good news, do not assume understanding. Do not 'corner' into praying the sinner’s


prayer. Follow God’s lead in speaking to people.

October 24 - Jesus washed feet; the way to the top is not through intelligence and manipulation, but 


humility and service.

October 25 - Do not lie; marriage, conscience, and career will suffer.

October 26 - God loves you just as you are, but loves you too much to let you stay that way. Grace is a gift

bought at a very heavy price.

October 27 - Serendipity; live for wonderful surprises. God keeps showing up unexpectedly.

October 28 - Be content, do not crave material possessions, live God's will.

October 29 - Shine your light so that people may feel God is attractive.

October 30 - Drive and determination, not talent, leads to success. Stay with the course until the end and you


will not be sorry.

October 31 - Parental influence is great even if the advice given is not taken.

November 2001

November 1 - Do not forget the Lord when things are good.

November 2 - Your Blessing is on the other side of your problem. You have to fight for your Blessing. Keep 


going.

November 3 - Wives, understand and support your husbands. Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives.

November 4 - God gives life from death and God gives meaning to life.

November 5 - Blessings bring wealth, success, profit, dividend and joy.

November 6 - My weakness x God's almightiness = more blessing, impact.

November 7 - Be dependent so God can trust you with more Blessings.

November 8 - Be watchful and pray to be kept from harm.

November 9 - If you do not ask you forfeit Blessings you could have had.

November 10 - God leaves a reminder of his healing and what we have been delivered from.

November 11 - Appreciate the good things you have that many people do not have, keep a perspective.

November 12 - If you do not do the right things now, then you will curse a wasted youth. Invest in your future.

November 13 - Remember the Lord, keep standards up in what you do.

November 14 - Choose not to remember sins.

November 15 - Learning to depend on God is the work of a lifetime. God's Grace is sufficient; His power is made 



 perfect in weakness.

November 16 - Love yourself, care for yourself and do not listen to other people’s opinions of you.

November 17 - Restrain your anger. Be trusting and emotionally available.

November 18 - What you go through now equips you for the future. Build your faith by learning God's formula.

November 19 - God turns your mistakes into wisdom.

November 20 - Take care of the Lord the partner you do have, while you desire a marriage partner.

November 21 - Be easy with people and slow to condemn.

November 22 - God's love is unfailing and troubles seem less at the beginning of each day. 

November 23 - God wants you to be free; go, and sin no more.

November 24 - You have an island of genius inside you; God has given you a gift. Believe it! Use it! Give it 



 away! That’s what's called "glorious living".

November 25 - Walk with God, responsibly, spirit-empowered, word-directed and relational.

November 26 - Do not worry about your condition, focus on your position, loved and accepted by God.

November 27 - His faith continues when we doubt our faith.

November 28 - I just want to love and be like God wants me to be.
November 29 - Tell the truth!

November 30 - Are you lukewarm in your faith? Do not be complacent, work out your salvation with commitment.
December 2001

December 1 - God's Grace of salvation - without provocation, inducement or cajoling.

December 2 - Live a Christ-centred life - not fame, money or power.

December 3 - Maturity and ministry is through death and rebirth.

December 4 - If it is worth doing it is worth failing at first. Do not listen to others who question - they will be the

first to congratulate you.

December 5 - Have purpose and direction as a witness to others.

December 6 - Keep connecting with others.

December 7 - Appreciate those who God sends into your life.

December 8 - Do not ask for proof for your doubts, trust God and His faithfulness.

December 9 - Do not walk around trying to find secret of other’s faith - walk with faith and be blessed.

December 10 - Bear with one another in love.

December 11 - Enjoy the simple things in life. Look upward and outward. Be aware, compassionate and 


adaptable.

December 12 - Give yourself permission to be happy; be strong in adversity.

December 13 - Press through and touch God like the woman who got through a crowd to touch Jesus robe.

December 14 - You can struggle and be a Christian. In fact struggle should be relatively normal for a Christian.

December 15 - Say Father, I've sinned and God looks at His crucified Son, charges your sin to His account and


 says: ‘I forgive you’.

December 16 - Let go of looking at the negative in people, trying to fix them, competing and comparing.

December 17 - Keep going through a storm, learn about God from enduring it and know that God is for you.

December 18 - Persevere, walk in His provision, His power is for the weak and those going down.

December 19 - Applaud good results, even if they weren’t arrived at by your preferred method. Do not judge


 people, they are God's servant not yours.

December 20 - Set achievable goals.

December 21 - Others are more important than you think; somebody out there needs you.

December 22 - Maturing is working out what is already worked within. You have what is necessary to handle the


 situation.

December 23 - Do not strive; serve others, but look to God for your reward.

December 24 - God can do the impossible and he can do it through you!

December 25 - Thank God for all His wonderful gifts especially His Son.
December 26 - Be protected from being yoked from the unbeliever.

December 27 - Be a good follower and control your need for recognition. To lead use the experience that comes


 from following flawed people, and practise having love, vision and righteousness.
December 28 - In Him you have authority over the enemy having tapped into the limitless power of God. God has



 control; He directs by wisdom, empowers by Spirit, moves by compassion completes by love.

December 29 - We are conquerors in Him that loves us. Be encouraged - God's working in the dark.

December 30 - God's love is unconditional not based on performance. God does not forgive you only albeit


 reluctantly and only after you have squirmed a little. God's grace does not run out until you have


 got your act together again. When Jesus said on the cross: 'It is finished,’ He satisfied all God's


 claims against you. Good deeds are just a PS to say thank you for all God has done for you.

December 31 - Death is conquered, it cannot cripple love, corrode faith, eat away peace, destroy confidence kill



 friendship, cut out memories, silence courage, invade the soul, reduce eternal life or lessen the



 power of the resurrection.

January 2002

January 1 - No more excuses; set manageable goals, be reasonable, be optimistic; not changing is even more 


painful than changing.

January 2 - Tackle each thing in season.

January 3 - God will always be there to help you come through.

January 4 - There are things that you'll never know about God until you struggle through them.

January 5 - Cut the cord that connects you with the past.

January 6 - Self-denial means that we must wait for and work for what we treat with respect. 

January 7 - You must be washed (in the word). You must be salted with mature love and acceptance so you can  


be open and honest and not defensive. You must be swaddled so that you can be healed of your 


painful past and look to the future.

January 8 - Listen, smile, love, choose, focus, believe, relax, act, forgive, pray, trust, change, persist, accept, 


risk, wait!
January 9 - Give to others.

January 10 - Communicate and forgive to deal with anger.

January 11 - Only God can regenerate your spirit and bring you to the place of maturity and wholeness.

January 12 - Marriage: being a mutual life jacket and making each other feel complete.

January 13 - Everything that happens to you has God's fingerprints on it, and is designed for your good.

January 14 - God reveals His will to those who consult him.

January 15 - Keep a balance and a sense of humour. Avoid feeling guilty.

January 16 - You are accepted! So develop self-esteem.

January 17 - God gives us power to get wealth.

January 18 – Practise commitment, communication and compromise.

January 19 - Accept reality and your strengths and weaknesses.

January 20 - God is with you always and so make time to be with Him.

January 21 - Leave aside wrong influences that mould and motivate you.

January 22 - Manage your anger; remember your blessings.

January 23 - The just shall live by faith, so work on your faith.

January 24 - Use your spiritual compass and take the opportunity that presents itself to you.

January 25 - Use the power given you in seeing what others do not.

January 26 - When passion fades, rest, delegate and look for what God has for you next. 

January 27 - Submit to authority, develop spiritual hunger, and follow the right mentor. Follow God in the male

or female leader, not the person themselves.

January 28 - Glorify and praise God, all the more for a problem you particularly have been through.

January 29 - Be the best player for the team, not in the team.

January 30 - Do not just start well, persevere and finish well. There is no safety except in the centre of God's will.

January 31 - There is a plan and a purpose behind all that is going on in your life.

February 2002

February 1 - God's purposes require certain relationships: Perseverance through problems, forgiveness through  


betrayal. Judas is your old friend who points you towards your destiny.

February 2 - Do not be a perfectionist. God does not see you as a failure, only a learner. Better to fail than excel at 


doing nothing. Throw out your old beliefs, learn to forgive, accept, love and believe in yourself.

February 3 - Do not let others drain off your time and energy. Take opportunities.

February 4 - Be trustworthy and do not betray confidences. 

February 5 – Beware, sin can become a big addictive habit.

February 6 - God's love heals, builds self-esteem and establishes self-worth. He gives you the capacity to love 


yourself and love others. 

February 7 - Winston Churchill's school report: 'Hopeless.... incapable of progress’. Do not quit, God can give you 


victory.

February 8 - Balance faith and works to bring people into his Kingdom and show the world what it is like to live 


by His principles.

February 9 - Be content, enjoy and be thankful for what you've got. Pursue God.

February 10 - Praise God, carry on and let Him deal with your critics. 

February 11 - Each person is worth saving, whether important or not. Say no to those who want to contain or 


control individuality. 

February 12 - Invest in your gifts, pass on God's Blessings to others such as with money (currency) flowing 


through you. 

February 13 - Lead the family by setting goals, dividing responsibilities and tackling issues. Empathise. Build 


loyalty. Pray.

February 14 - Stay in God's presence until you have repented, deal with but do not cover sins, let anger and fear 


subside and pain heal.

February 15 - Memories of good times with the Father helped bring back the prodigal Son. Stay in God's 


presence until change begins, plans are understood, motivation is recaptured, wisdom is received, 


ideas are born and Christ is at the centre.

February 16 - Never give up until you are certain God wants you to head in a new direction. Test: Is it God's will?


Is it worth putting in time and effort? Is it worth taking the necessary risks? Are you committed to 


giving God all the Glory.

February 17 - Be willing to suffer for doing good, meanwhile being patient pleases God. 

February 18 - God has built the house for you to build. His plan for you includes every detail necessary.

February 19 - The Christians that Ghandi met preached love but practised discrimination.

February 20 - Do not be offended by rejection. God wants to heal you so through you he can reach out and make

others whole. Will not you let Him? 

February 21 - Keep growing and keep making a difference all of your days. 
February 22 - Are you ready to say yes to God taking you out of your comfort zone?

February 23 - Make the most of every opportunity. 

February 24 - Get away from people to replenish your mind and spirit.

February 25 - The more God proves He can trust you with His Blessings the more He will Bless You. Be grateful 


for the Blessings he gives you. 

February 26 - The stone of rejection of others turns out to being the Lord's doing. Choose to be better not bitter.  


The worst thing that could happen could become marvellous.

February 27 - The characteristics of an inventor: vision, hard work, study, hope and persistence.

February 28 - Do not judge, let God do the getting even. The measure you use to judge others will be used to judge 


you.

March 2002

March 1 - Give all wisdom, strength and love.

March 2 - The Bible says 'Fear not' many times so do the thing you fear most.

March 3 - Do plan to achieve goals and act.

March 4 - God gives creative ideas that should be believed in and nurtured.

March 5 - With God's help the impossible can become possible.

March 6 - God has plenty of ideas, but he needs people who will leave their comfort zone and act. God gives

ideas when 1) ours have failed 2) we have no pre-conditions 3) we will take risks 4) we commit to give

Him the glory

March 7 - Make decisions now that change future decisions for the better.

March 8 - You were born at just the right time in just the right place with just the right gifts to fulfil a plan 


no one else can fulfil. 

March 9 - You can't win spiritual battles without first being intimate with Him. Stand up and hold your ground.

March 10 - Mothers are very important.

March 11 - Root yourself in truth. 

March 12 - Once a Christian, God sees you 'in Christ'. Choose the right things, do the right things, say the right 


things.

March 13 - God's peace keeps you standing when others fall, keep your priorities in place. You will let the peace 


of God in your heart decide whether you do something.

March 14 - Meet attacks with your shield of faith, believe you can overcome with God's strength.

March 15 - You will keep cool with the helmet of salvation and be noticeable. Rejoice not in successes in this


life, but that your name is written in the book of life.

March 16 - Use the word of God for thanks and in rebuke, let it flow from you.

March 17 - Unity of love, prayer and pointing to Jesus should give collective strength.

March 18 - Look at what successful people do and how professional they are.    (I disagree with this.)

March 19 - Love never fails.  (Love never ends as in the NRSV is a better translation I would suggest.)
March 20 – Peter: ‘Even if I have to die with You, I will never disown you’. Where you thought you were 


strongest you were actually weakest. God needs to do house cleaning on you leaving unshakeable 


essentials as a foundation for your future.

March 21 - The good shepherd will protect you and feed you.

March 22 - Lot's wife invested in something that had no future. She could not bear to leave what she valued 


behind. Some Christian shining lights in communities are now cold and unresponsive. 

March 23 - Be willing to lay down your will, your desires, your pride and your independence. Put death to self;  


Jesus is unaffected if you walk all over Him - He is in an exalted and different position. 

March 24 - Keep standing where you are being attacked.

March 25 - Pass on Christian values down the generations as God's people did.

March 26 - Scriptural qualities: 1) faith, 2) patience 3) hard work 4) the overcoming spirit.

March 27 - There is no such thing as selective submission.

March 28 - You do not need the details of what God does not explain. He may stay silent if He is working things 


out. Testing you out on one level prepares you for the next. Obey!

March 29 - We play games at the foot of the cross like the soldiers: competition, selfishness, personal gain and 


huddling in groups fighting over silly opinions. Is church just an ‘I’m right’ rally? Jesus: One church, 


one faith, one Lord, no denominations, hierarchies and traditions - can you leave your differences 


behind and follow Him?

March 30 - Make every effort to add to faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, 


brotherly kindness and love.

March 31 - Mary Magdalene, women at grave, disciples, apostles, 500 witnesses all point to the resurrection.

April 2002

April 1 - It is great to have enemies; God will give abundantly and you will always have the upper hand.

April 2 - Submit to God and ask Him to direct your steps.

April 3 - The harvest is great and the labourers are few.

April 4 - Most success stories begin with parents. 

April 5 - God never forgets a labour of love. Remember to re-charge your batteries, by being alone with God.

April 6 - Failure is not a sin, rather aiming low is a sin. Living with purpose is Godly; burying your talents is a 


sin.

April 7 - In New York an African Indian can hear a cricket, but everyone else hears coins dropping. Listen 


properly to God and be sensitive as to how he is speaking to you.

April 8 - Forget your sins, do not be discouraged by illness and do not fear even death; be set free by Jesus.

April 9 - Do not be concerned with public relations, but with preaching Christ.

April 10 - My presence will go with you and give you rest. Come into God's presence with rest.

April 11 - You are what you are within yourself when others stop talking and that is what controls your destiny. 


Take control and touch Jesus as with the woman who forced her way through the crowd. You can


know things within yourself that others cannot tell you, such as that you have been healed or that an 


answer to prayer is on the way.

April 12 - Prepare for when your mentor moves on. God will be with you, will you be ready when He needs you?

April 13 - Moses had a bad resume, but he did not give up and God used Him mightily. Peter failed, but did not 


quit, and became the rock of the church.

April 14 - There is a purpose in your being where you are; always be prepared to give an answer for your faith. 


People who normally do not listen may suddenly look to you as they run out of answers and hope.

April 15 - Thank God for His ways even if He does not act, praise Him that He is in control and He will do what 


is best. Trust Him to work out His purposes for His glory.

April 16 - Learn to hover: watch, protect, nourish and wait. Do not strive let things happen in God's time. 

April 17 - Marriage is a learner’s permit. Know yourself, watch for little irritants, be spontaneous, be thoughtful, 


and stop controlling.

April 18 - The devil will attack your wounded, vulnerable or unfocused areas. You are your own worst enemy in 


going against the Holy Spirit. 

April 19 - Forgiveness is the power you have over someone who has hurt you. Destroy an enemy by making Him 


your friend.

April 20 - To your spouse: do not expect perfection, make time for me, respect my feelings, treat me as a gift, 


encourage me, give me freedom, relate me to God.

April 21 - Make good and be faithful in taking up little opportunities.

April 22 - In God's presence, but nowhere else lie: Hope, love, protection, forgiveness, direction and joy.

April 23 - Success often comes after many failures. Keep motivated!

April 24 - God is still in control no matter how you feel.

April 25 - If you let it criticism will steal your individuality, rob you of your creativity and prevent you fulfilling 


your calling. Secure people allow others to be different. Jesus made Himself of no reputation, so had 


no need to promote or protect it. Tragedy is growing old realising you lost yourself at some point, 


caring what others thought and about your rank in popular opinion.

April 26 - Do not get too close to non-Christians or non-Christian behaviour.

April 27 - God is speaking to you, are you listening? Do not ask for all the answers before you have begun.
April 28 - It is a mistake to do nothing because you can only do little.

April 29 - Grace gets us through rough times.

April 30 - Take control of what you say.

